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Preface
2016 was the bicentennial year for the State of Indiana.  The Steuben County Lakes Council has been in 

existence only 44 of these years, but there are continuing reminders that we are now dealing with lake 
factors that took place before we became involved with trying to improve ‘The Land of 101 Lakes’, our 
Steuben County.  Several of the challenges we face today are caused by man’s many interactions with the 
lake environment.

The early explorers and settlers viewed the lakes from a much different perspective than we do.  This 
perspective has evolved over the 200 years of statehood. I have attempted to provide a pictorial view of 
these changes.  Clear pictures are not always available at each critical change, but I have found many good 
pictures that document many of the major developments that have impacted the unique lake 
environments of Steuben County.  I hope this record, of our past impacts on the lakes, helps us better 
understand our valuable lake resources.  Since this is mainly a picture review, the emphasis is on physical 
changes to the lakes and their adjacent properties.

Most of the information is in the pictures.  Have fun looking for and reviewing the changes.
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Prelude to Indiana Becoming a State
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Early changes to the lakes and wetlands   
The Wisconsin era glaciers formed the terrain of northeastern Indiana. As they melted, 

the water filled the area’s many basins.  Eroded sediments, carried by melt and rain 
water, began immediately to modify the depth of these depressions.  Springs, carrying 
groundwater with a dissolved form of carbonate from the surrounding gravel, sand and 
clay deposits, precipitated in many of the lakes as marl.  Also, as aquatic vegetation 
invaded the lakes, muck was produced when this vegetation partially decayed on the 
bottom of the wetlands and lakes.  These three processes of 1. sedimentation, 2. marl 
formation and 3. peat and muck formation all modified the shape and depth of all the 
wetlands and lakes of northeastern Indiana.

The erosion of sediments from barren land by glacial melt water and rainfall had the 
greatest impact on the bare ground just after the glaciers receded. The gradual 
colonization of the land by various types of vegetation slowly stabilized the land and 
reduced erosion.  This succession of plant types is depicted on the graph on page 4. 

The in-lake processes of marl and muck formation has varied greatly from lake to lake.  
Shallow lake edges and wetlands are ideal growing areas for aquatic vegetation.  These 
areas have become the peat bogs and muck bottom aquatic habitats.

All lakes are shallower today than when the glaciers carved out the original 
depressions. Some of the shallow ones have been completely filled in by these natural 
processes.  These are the areas of our current muck type soils.  The natural processes of 
sediment erosion, marl and muck formation continue to modify the lakes today. 

This book concentrates on the man-made changes to the lakes and their adjacent 
environments since Indiana became a state in 1816.
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Succession of Land Plant Types
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Graph created from data from the scientific article:

Late-Glacial – Post Glacial Vegetation History of Pretty Lake Region Northeastern Indiana by Alice Simms Williams
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Dominant vegetative types for each time period  



Description of the Environment
200 Years Ago in 1816

• “In the State were spread dense forests of tall 
trees-heavy timber-whose limbs met and 
branches were so interwoven that but 
occasionally could the sunlight find entrance. 
There was little or no undergrowth in the 
heaviest woods, and the gloom of those dense 
shades and its accompanying silence were 
terribly oppressive.”      http://media.wfyi.org/NaturalHeritage/learn/indianathatwas.html

• In the lake region of Northeastern Indiana 
there were some open vistas provided by its 
lakes, wet meadows and prairies.

• The following five pages are pictures depicting 
these typical environments of Steuben County.
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Oak-Hickory

Forest
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Typical
Natural
Shoreline
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Oak

openings
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http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/communities/community.cfm?id=10710
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjR3MSD9aXLAhVE0GMKHbbkDa4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.prairiemoon.com/seed-mixes/mixed-height-prairie.html&psig=AFQjCNEL49PNZNkxb9a-wnIwJCSkxkrCSQ&ust=1457142402057968


Tamarack Bog
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Natural Lake
10



Steuben County was established by the state legislature in  
1837

Changes in the Early 1800s 

• Indiana became a state in 1816  

• U.S. Government survey completed in 1831

• The last of several treaties with the Potawatomi Indians 
were signed in 1826 & 1833

• The first settlers chose the prairie and oak opening areas 
of Jackson and Millgrove Townships in 1831

• Clearing of forests and farming started
• Dams were built to provide power for grist and saw mills

• This created new lakes and enlarged others

11



The geographic features of northern Indiana in 1833  

‘A New Map of Indiana’ by H. S. Tanner 1833 12



Lakes

Wetlands

Prairie

Trails

Streams

Sec

Indian
Village

Section
Lines

1831 Survey of Steuben County by E.H. Lytle & G.W. Harrison of the Surveyor General’s Office Detroit
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Dams
and

Mill Ponds

1876 Steuben County Map

Flint
Jamestown
Orland 
Nevada Mills
Hamilton
Alvarado
Pigeon Creek
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The dams 
created mill 
ponds that 
stored water 
that was 
released 
gradually into 
the mill-race 
that ran over 
the power 
wheel to run 
the mill. 



Typical 
mill-race 
that
provided
water 
from the 
dam to 
the 
power 
wheel

1876 
MapWest

Otter
Lake 
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The first dam and mill were built in the county at Flint in 1835.  Both a saw mill and a 

grist mill operated at this site.  Several fires destroyed mills at this site over the years. 
The last mill burned down in 1917.  

http://www.mysmokymountainvacation.com/historicbuildings/cable-mill.html


A dam at Jamestown

on outlet of Lake George
created a mill pond and
increased the lake’s depth 
by 4 feet.

1880 Plat Book

1876 Map

The dam was built 
in 1836 and rebuilt 
in 1862.

Notice the location of the roads in 1876. 
Very few are near the lakeshore as they are 
today.  There was virtually no development 
on the lakeshore except at the mill ponds 
until the 1880s.  The mills attracted other 
commercial activities such as Blacksmiths 
and Post Offices.  These mill areas became 
the first villages of the county.

16

Compare Hog Lake 
to pages 39 and 40 



Fawn River
Fish

Hatchery
and

Milldam
Lake

2015

“The mill was located 
in a Burr Oak Grove 
where the Indians had 
kept the undergrowth 
burned each year. How 
fitting that the name 
Mill Grove was chosen 
for this township.”

https://archive.org/details/historyof
steuben00inte

Dam I
built 
in
1838

The Fawn River 
Fish Hatchery
was established
in 1952.

1880
Plat
Book

https://igs.indiana.edu/CMIS/library/Annual_Report_1891.pdf


Nevada Dam 
powered a saw mill 

and a woolen factory 

starting in the1840s.  

Many logs harvested 

from around Lake 

James and Jimmerson 

Lake were floated to 

the saw mill. 

In 1934 the water 

power was used to run 

a hydro-electric 

generator until 1941.

The dam was sold to 

the State who rebuilt 

the dam in 2007 for 

lake level control only.

1898 Plat Book

“When the dam 
was built and the 
gates shut down, 
allowing the water 
to back up in the 
lakes above, to a 
height of 12 feet, 
killing many acres 
of timber, making 
one of the best 
water powers and 
fishing grounds in 
northern Indiana.” 

Steuben Republican

18



Fish Creek 

Pigeon Creek

500 S

100 N

1876 Maps

Small dams were also placed on smaller streams in Steuben County.  Two of these are highlighted 
below.  These dams created small mill ponds that did not exist for very long.  Was it the invention of 
steam powered engines or the demand for better drainage on agricultural land that led to the removal 
of these dams?

Other smalls dams were built on 
streams to provide power for mills.
1. Fish Creek east of Metz. It was so small 

that it was referred to as a ‘Pepper Mill’.
2. Dutch Mill on Turkey Creek south of 

Salem Center.
3. Pleasant Lake mills between Pleasant 

Lake and Long Lake.  See page 41.
4. Concorde Creek mill between Crooked 

Lake and Lake Gage. 

350 E

850 E
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Fish Lake with Mill Pond in 1876

1898 Plat Book

20



“Finally it may be said that a number of the 
larger lakes of the county, although 
underlain with large deposits of marl, are of 
far more benefit to the community at large, 
as they exist to-day, than they would be 
were these deposits developed and used for 
cement making.” 

https://igs.indiana.edu/CMIS/library/Annual_Report_1900.pdf

Early settlers worked the heavy deposits of 
lime or marl on the west margins for making 
mortar, an indication of the high quality of 
lime. The marl pits were still visible in 1875.

Lake James and Snow Lake

1899 Marl Survey, marl areas in black 21

https://igs.indiana.edu/CMIS/library/Annual_Report_1900.pdf


Many Steuben County Lakes were tested for Marl in 1899

At the time of this survey a workable size deposit needed to be 10 feet thick and 160 acres in size to 
produce 500 barrels of cement per day for thirty years.

The following lakes were determined to have 
workable size deposits:

✓Big and Little Turkey Lakes    - -

• Lake Gage and Lime Lake       - -

• Silver Lake                                 - -

• Deep, Shallow, Little, Beaver Dam 

• Lime Lake (North of Orland)  - -

• Hog Lake (Barton Lake)           - -

• Clear Lake                                  - -

• Crooked Lake                            - -

• Lake James and Snow Lake    - -

only lakes dredged for marl to make         
Portland Cement

too far from railroad

best in Steuben, too hilly to RR

highest grade in state, no RR 

marl more than 21 feet thick 

partially drained, not dredged

largely under deep water

largely under deep water

over 200 acres along shore

https://igs.indiana.edu/CMIS/library/Annual_Report_1900.pdf

Comments on the possibility of development:

22
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Big Turkey and Little Turkey Lakes 
of LaGrange and Steuben Counties

• Size in 1899 after the lakes had been

lowered to gain access to the marl:

Big Turkey Lake

• 250 acres of water

• 250 acres of marl around its 

perimeter after drainage

Little Turkey Lake

• 75 acres of water

• 125 acres of marl

• Map of marl deposits

https://igs.indiana.edu/CMIS/library/Annual_Report_1900.pdf
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Turkey Lake dredging of 
marl to make cement took 
place from 1899 to 1941.

24

Another important ingredient for 
making cement is clay.  It was stripped 
from a site two miles northwest of the 
cement factory.  This clay was mixed 
with the dried marl to make Portland 
Cement at the factory.



This 1938 aerial photo of 
the northern portion of 
Big Turkey Lake shows the 
Cement Factory  and the 
many shoreline alterations 
due to the dredging for 
marl.

A railroad was built from 
Helmer to the cement 
plant to transport the 
cement to market.  This 
plant operated from 1899 
to 1941.  Many of the 
factory’s workers built 
homes in  Elmira   and 
Stroh, ½ to 1 mile south of 
the cement plant.  

A railroad track was built 
across the lake where the 
white sediment separates 
the north basin from the 
rest of the lake. This 
provided access to marl 
on the east side of the 
lake.

North Basin of Big Turkey Lake

25



Big 
Turkey 
Lake in 
2015
with
lake
homes 
located
where
marl
dredging 
had
altered
the 
shoreline.
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Upland
Forest &
Prairie

Lakes

are types of
wetlands: Wet
Meadows to 
Wooded 
Wetlands.

Historic   
Land
Cover

Modified from
Steuben County 
GIS

to
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http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Wetlands-Mapper.html

National 
Wetland
Inventory

2010

Lakes

and

Wetlands

Wetland 
loss from 
historic 
map to this 
map is
46 percent 
due mainly 
to drainage 
along with 
some filling.
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Impacts of Drainage on Lakes

• “A number of lakes along the Pigeon Creek, being enlargements 
of that stream, have within a few years been greatly reduced in 
size and depth by recent dredging of that stream.” 

Indiana Fisheries Report of 1908

• These include Pigeon, Long, Golden and Hogback Lakes that were 
reduced in size.

• Cedar Lake was completely drained.

• Many wetlands were completely drained or reduced in size.

• “It is an outrage that many of our fine lakes are being ruined by 
the insatiable desire to obtain more acres to be farmed…. So 
prevalent has become the practice of draining the lakes that it is a 
true relief to find one that has not been subjected to ditching and 
stands today as it stood ages and ages ago.”

Indiana Fisheries Report of 1913-1914

29



This dredging took place downstream from Ball Lake between 1914 and 1917.  This type of 
power dredge drained many wetlands and shallow lakes from the 1890s through the 1920s to 
create more farmland.

30



Modified from
1898 Plat Book

The green lines outline the wetlands along the Pigeon Creek chain of lakes. 

Notice that George Shrimplin owned many acres of wetlands close to Long Lake.  He and others 
petitioned for a legal drain and Pigeon Creek became the George Shrimplin Regulated Drain in 1901. 31



the

The dredging also rerouted the path of 
Pigeon Creek from entering on the north 
side of Long Lake to entering at the lake’s 
east end. 

Gravel Pit Lake just north of Long Lake was 
formed when the gravel pit operated by the 
railroad was abandoned in the 1940s.  

Pigeon 
Creek

32

Golden
Lake

Long
Lake

The green areas indicate existing wetlands as of 2015.  Compare this map with the map on the previous page.  The 
impact of dredging Pigeon Creek is indicated by the reduced width of Golden and Long lakes.   Notice the loss of many   

wetlands that have been converted to farmland    
particularly south of Long Lake.   

Steuben
County
GIS



307 acres before dredging of Pigeon Creek
1880 Plat Book 

146 acres - 1938 Aerial Photo

Pigeon
Creek

at
Hogback

outlet

Pigeon Creek
and

Hogback Lake
after dredging

The first dredging of 
Pigeon Creek was

completed in 1904  

The impact of dredging Pigeon Creek on Hogback Lake

33



Cedar Lake in 1880, 531 acres Cedar Lake Area in 1938

Cedar Lake had been partially filled by the natural processes of marl deposition and muck formation.
Drainage in the late 1890s made it farmable. You can see a couple of fields on the island and cattle grazed 
much of remaining area.  In 1899 it was tested for marl.  It was not a workable sized deposit.  Further 
drainage took place in the early 1900s when its outlet Pigeon Creek became a legal drain.  Farming was 
always marginal on this area and in the 1970s the Indiana Department of Natural Resources purchased 
most of the area.  They built levees and an outlet control structure to retain some water.  They manage 
the property as the Cedar Swamp Wetland Conservation Area as outlined on page 35.

34



Cedar Swamp
Wetland                                           

Conservation Area
2015

https://beacon.schn
eidercorp.com/?site
=SteubenCountyIN

The 979 acre area 
within the green 
lines is a state 
owned property 
managed by the 
Indiana Division of 
Fish and Wildlife 
for hunting.

35

Railroad

https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/?site=SteubenCountyIN


‘The Watering Hole’, a 1920 postcard, shows cattle in a fenced 
area of Lake Pleasant with two ladies fishing from a row boat on 
the other side of the fence.  Before electricity to rural areas this 
was the easiest way for a farmer to get water for their livestock.

36

The marl dredged from the two marl pits on the east side of 
Perfect Lake was used as agricultural lime on nearby farmer’s 
fields in the mid 1900s.  

The natural succession of these abandoned pits over the past 
50 years almost makes them appear as a natural part of the 
main lake.

The southern two-thirds of Perfect Lake along with its 
surrounding wetland and upland areas plus a high ridge that 
runs to the northwest make up this unique 84 acre parcel that 
was preserved in 2016 by ACRES Land Trust.   

Perfect Lake in 2015
with two dredged
marl pits to the east.



1898 Plat Book

Compare the size of Hogback and Silver lakes in 1938 in the top picture with their size in 1898 
below.  Notice that Silver Lake is the same size in both pictures because Pigeon Creek does not run 
through it and was not affected when Pigeon Creek was dredged.  Both pictures are the same scale.

1938
Aerial
photo

of
Hogback

and
Silver
Lakes 
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This 2015 picture clearly shows the outline of the former Flint Mill Pond with the line of trees and the 
road that was built on the bottom of the old Mill Pond.  A gravel pit is across Pigeon Creek from the 
southern tip of the old Mill Pond.  Notice the rerouted US 20 compared to the roads on the map above.

38



in the late 1890s to create 
more farmland.  The 
purple lines are at 6 foot 
contours above the 
current lake level.  This 
lowering left two lakes. 
The northern one which is 
mainly in Michigan is still 
called Hog Lake.  The 
southern lake is now 
called Barton Lake. 

As you can see from the 
next picture this lake’s 
shoreline has been 
extensively developed as a 
Yogi Bear Campground 
and RV Park. There are 
also some residential 
homes on the shoreline. 

The presence of the Toll 
Road and SR 120 made 
this an ideal overnight 
stopping point for 
tourists.

The shoreline of Hog Lake in the early 1800s is approximated by the purple line before the lake 
was lowered about 6 feet  

SR 120

100 W

39



SR 120

Toll Road

Most of the 
development 
around these 
lakes is on the 
lake bottom 
of the original 
larger lake.

Compare 
the current 
land use to 
the map on 
the previous 
page.

State line

Hog and 
Barton Lakes

2015

100 W
40



Railroads and hotels contributed to the increased recreational 
use of the lakes in the 1870s through the 1920s.

• Pleasant Lake, 2 hotels

• Palty Town hotel

• Crooked Lake, 3 hotels

• Clear Lake, 2 hotels

• Lake George hotel

• Lake Gage hotel

1880 Plat Book 

Notice the two hotels on 
Main Street and the park area 
on the north shore all within 
walking distance from the 
train depot.

The Grist and Saw Mills are 
located between the depot 
and the lake along the stream. 

The ice house is located 
along the railroad to store ice 
harvested from the lakes.

41



Pleasant Lake 1880

Located on the Lake Shore Railroad

A popular resort, having a fine, large, improved park in the 
village and on the lake with good hotel accommodations.

Department Store

42



St. Joseph Valley 
Railroad 1907 - 1918

Lake James
Electric   

1904 - 1918

Lake Shore
Michigan
Southern
Railroad 
1870 to
present

43Trolley from Angola to Paltytown

Typical gas
powered 
passenger
car on the 
St. Joseph 
Valley RR



39 Platted Lake Subdivisions by 1912

• Paltytown                   Lake James - 13

• Roby Place

• Red Sand Beach

• Mountain Park

• Hickory Point

• Spring Point

• Lone Tree Point

• Lake James Park

• Pleasant Point formerly Nodaway

• Eli’s Point

• Bay View

• Uncle Tom’s Plat

• Grand View

• Oakwood                    Lake Gage - 4

• Hickory Bluff

• Panama

• Shady Nook

• Snow Lake Park         Snow Lake - 1

• Cold Springs           Hamilton Lake - 2

• Lakeview – Circle Park

• Pleasant Hill              Crooked Lake - 8

• Old Point Comfort

• Crown Point

• Oak Bluff

• Shady Side

• Cedar Side

• Pebble Beach

• Rose Lawn

• Point Weetoose         Clear Lake - 8

• Oakwood

• Oak Park

• Lakewood

• McLouth

• Homeside Beach

• Homestead Beach

• East Sand Beach

• Spring Bank                Lake George - 2

• Forest Park

• Silver Side Resort      Silver Lake - 1

44

Lake James 
Spring Point in 1885.  

There was a total of eight 
recorded lake plats by 1898.     

Clear Lake
Oakwood
Oak Park 
Lake Wood

Lake James 
Spring Point 
Nodaway 

Fish Lake (Hamilton)
Cold Springs

Lake George
Spring Bank 

Crooked Lake
Pleasant Hill

First Lake Plat 1885

1898 Plat Book 1912 Plat Book



SR 327

Goodrich Lake and its surrounding 

wetlands as they existed in 1898.  The 
road bypasses these water habitats.    

This lake is 1 ½ miles south of Orland. 

The map on the right shows how many lakes and wetlands 
have been modified to create straight roads for improved 
highway safety.  Due to drainage and road fill SR 327 was 
straightened.  The lowered lake has become an emergent 
wetland.
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Grass Lake no longer exists.  In 1902 Highway 27 went around Grass Lake.  In 2015 both Old 27 and 350 S go through 

the drained and filled lake.  A mobile home park and a housing development are located on top of old lake bed between the 

railroad and Old 27.  The green grass area along the east edge of Old 27 outlines the eastern portion of the former lake.  

This area could be pastured part of the year but is too wet to be row cropped.

400 S

300 S

350 S

Old 27

46

300 S
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Lake James State Park
In the early 1920s the citizens of Steuben 
County raised funds to purchase what was 
mostly farmland on Lake James and Snow 
Lake.  They donated these 580 acres to 
the State.  The State then purchased 
additional parcels to make Indiana’s 5th

State Park 707 acres in size. It was named 
Pokagon State Park in 1927.

1923 Plat Book
47
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photo
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Pokagon 
State 
Park 
1964

In 1964 changes were taking place both inside and outside the park. Within the park there were fenced 
areas for buffalo and elk. Campgrounds were expanding but there were still many areas without mature 
trees.  In the 2015 picture on the next page you easily see the impact of a maturing forest and the 
expansion of Potawatomi Inn.  Over the years the park has expanded to include 1260 acres.

The perimeter of the park has changed as well as indicated on page 50.  The construction of both Lake 
Charles East and West to the southeast of the park took place in the 1950s.  The construction of I-69 in 
1960s now dominates the landscape. Two of the I-69 bridges were built across Lake Charles East and 
Green Lake.  I-69’s improved access to the park and the nearby lakes encouraged growth.  The building 
of Holiday Inn on Lake Charles East, now Ramada Inn, is overlooking Lake Charles East with their sewage 
treatment plant dumping its effluent into Lake Charles East.  After litigation this effluent is now pumped

to an upland leach field.                  
Also in the picture on the next page 

is the former Wing Haven Resort east 
of 127 which became a church camp 
in the 1970s.  In 2006 this property 
was purchased and 190 acres became 
the Trine State Recreation Area 
managed by the State park system.  
Gentian Lake, formerly Failing Lake, 
became a public lake.

The Seven Sisters Lakes to the east 
and their surrounding terrain have 
been preserved by the ACRES Land 
Trust as Wing Haven Nature Preserve.
http://www.inpaws.org/2013/hike-report-
trine-state-recreation-area/
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Lake Preservation Act of 1947

• It gave the State “full power and control of 
all of the public freshwater lakes in Indiana” 
and provided the State “holds and controls 
all public freshwater lakes in trust for the 
use of all of the citizens of Indiana for 
recreational purposes.”                                   
I.C. § 14-26-2-5(d).

• Provided for the establishment of legal lake 
levels.

I.C. § 14-26-4-9. 
51



Channel

Construction

Crooked Lake

200 N, 200 W

1957

North Snow Bay

1964

Sprague Addition

1964

US 20

West Otter

1957

Potawatomi Acres

dredged 1957

redredged 2016 

Feick’s Point

dredged 1951

redredged 2001

https://igs.indiana.edu/ihapi/map/
52



Jimmerson Lake      

1938

Jimmerson Lake

1831

Bell Lake

The lakes and streams here did 
not have names when this original 
survey was done in 1831.  The trail 
crossing the stream                       
was known as the                         
Fort Wayne Coldwater Trail by the 
early explorers.  Travelers could 
easily ford this small steam at this 
point.  This is one of many Indian 
trails that passed through the 
county as indicated on page 13.

This area was to                    
change the most of                        
any lake in the county when a dam                      
was built at Nevada Mills around 
1840.  The impact of this dam can 
be seen on the next page.  This 
map is to the same scale as the  
two pictures on page 54.

The Nevada Mills Dam created 
many new wetlands around the 
perimeter of Jimmerson Lake as we 
can see in the 1938 picture.  Many 

Future site of 
Nevada Mills
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of these wetlands were either channeled or filled to   
create more access to the lake as illustrated in the 2015 
picture. The impact on one such area is shown on page 55.



JJ

Jimmerson Lake
1938 on left
2015 on right                    

Nevada Mills Nevada Mills
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Jimmerson Lake – Harbour Island

This area is enlarged

from the blue 

outlined region

on the 1938 picture

on page 54.

2003

2008

2015

Jimmerson Bay east of 

Harbour Island removed 

trees and built a road for 

more lots with lake 

access by group piers.
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southwest corner
of lake



1938
Lone Hickory     

LakeSnow Lake North Snow Bay      2015 

SR 120

Channelization of wetlands in the 1960s created access for two large developments.   Sprague Addition
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Lake James in 1938
This is the largest lake in the 

county with 1034 acres.  The
inflow is from Snow Lake 
through a wetland channel.
The outlet on the west side of 
the second basin flows into 
Jimmerson Lake. This gives 
boaters access to over 1700 
acres of water.

The water level in this chain 
of lakes is controlled by the 
Nevada Mills Dam. 

Lake James in 2015  
Many lake residents and businesses 

have been attracted to the shores of 
Lake James.  There are about 1010 
parcels of property around its 
perimeter in addition to Pokagon 
State Park.   

The shoreline of each parcel has 
been altered by one or more of the 
following: filled, dredged, armored 
with glacial stone, piling, or cement 
seawall, cover by a pier, invaded by a 
non-native species or bio-engineered.
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1938 picture above

2015

Lake Pleasant

A few of the homes on the north side are 
in Michigan.  All of the eastern homes are 
in Indiana.  The residential developments 
cover only about half the shoreline.

The main development is Manapogo 
Park.  This multiuse campground            
and RV park dominates the southwest 
shore.  The Toll Road travelers have 
enhanced visitation to this recreational 
area. 

Most of the lake is in Indiana but 
the outlet is in Michigan.  The north 
west portion of the lake is 
surrounded by extensive wetlands.

State line

Toll
Road
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Snow                                    Big Otter      Little Otter                Green                Marsh

As you can see from the 1938 picture below there are only a couple of homes on the shorelines of these 
lakes.  Many people were utilizing these lakes for fishing, hunting and trapping as all of them are public 
freshwater lakes.  

Follette Creek connects all of these lakes except for Green Lake.  Extensive wetlands or marshes are 
found all along its winding course.  Marsh Lake got its appropriate name based on its surroundings.
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Marsh 
Lake 
Wetlands
Fish and 
Wildlife 
Area

Motels

Outlet 
Mall

I-69

Cranston’s 
Reef

Sprague
Addition

Pokagon
Meadows

Beechwood
Additions

Little Otter
Hills

North Otter
Lake Additions

Lakeview 
Additions

Snow Lake 
Garage
Condos

Look at all of the residential developments, businesses and roads that have been added to  this area over the past 
65 years.

E-Z 
Camp

Public Boat 
Ramp

127



Lake Gage and Lime Lake

Perch                             Lime              Gage                  Syl-Van 

St. Joseph 
Valley RR
abandoned
tracks that  
went from 
Angola to 
Orland and 
stopped at 
the depot in 
the Panama 
subdivision.
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Lake Gage is referenced in many geological studies as a classic example of a kettle 
lake formed by glaciation.  It is the only lake in the county that has a good portion of its 
roads running along the lakeshore in front of the homes and cottages.  There are no 
channels except the outlet to Lime Lake because of the high banks around the lake 
which is characteristic of a kettle lake. 

1938
Aerial
photo



Lake Gage and Lime Lake’s extensive marl deposits contribute to the unique color of these lakes.
Warner                           Rhodes     Chair Factory   Sally Owen              Syl-Van 

2015
Steuben 
County
GIS

Perch 
Lake
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Fox Lake

https://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/
afam/2002/foxlake.htm

The above Fox Lake Resort 
community on the south shore was 
developed specifically for African 
Americans in 1925. By the mid-
1930s a dozen cottages had been 
built with a park along the shore. 

“ Fox Lake was the first and only 
resort catering to black families 
established in Indiana, and one of 
only a few in the Midwest.”

A channel and a public 
boat ramp are in SE corner.

Zollner Golf 
Course

Fox Lake in 
2015 below

The picture on the cover and on 
page 10 is Fox Lake.

I spent many hours with Tri-State
University students on Fox Lake taking 
samples to better understand the lake 
environment from 1964 to 2005.

1938
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Pine Canyon Lake 
and 3rd Basin of 
Crooked Lake

About 125 acres of Pine trees 
were planted around the lake 
in the early 1950s.

In 1938 Round Lake and the 3rd Basin 
of Crooked Lake were completely 
surrounded by farm fields.

Pine Canyon Lake is a 40 acre private 
lake with 42 homes that has been 
developed with more ecological 
controls than most lakes in Indiana. 

Notice how many of the farm fields of 1938 
have been converted to residential use in 2015.



Crooked Lake in 1938 had no development on the third basin.  There was aquatic vegetation 
growing completely across portions of the third basin. 

The Steuben County Farm operated in the southeast corner of this picture with some of its fields 
adjacent to the lake.

St. Joseph Valley railroad’s abandoned tracks that went 
from Angola to Orland and on to Goshen.  The tracks 
went by the three hotels located in the Hollywood 
Landing area on the northeast corner of the first basin. 
The last train to use these tracks was in 1918.
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TT      

The location of the Crooked Lake, Lake James interchange on I-69 has 
provided easy access for tourists and commuters that encouraged 
growth on these lakes and along 200 W as you can see on the 2015 
picture below.

Part of the Steuben County Farm has become the 4-H Park and the 
Steuben County Park Campgrounds on the southeastern shoreline of 
the 1st basin of the lake.

The east side of the third basin now has extensive residential 
development with some on the west side.  What’s next?
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A typical natural shoreline of a marl lake

The littoral 
zone of this 
lake varies in 
width and 
depth from the 
completely 
wooded 
shoreline to 
water too deep 
for aquatic  
plants to grow. 
This is the area 
of the lakes 
that has 
received the 
most negative 
ecological 
impacts from 
development 
but provides 
the largest 
economic 
benefits to a 
community.



A similar shoreline to the previous picture but developed as a lake residential community.
Most of the 
trees have been 
removed to 
make room for 
the homes and 
cottages.  
Roads and 
parking space 
take up even 
more room.  
The narrow lots 
seldom provide 
enough space 
for adequate 
on-site sewage 
treatment. 

The littoral 
zone is fully 
filled with piers, 
swimming 
areas, and boat 
transportation 
lanes.  Hardly 
enough space 
left for frogs, 
fish and turtles.



Feick’s Point Area 
1st Basin Lake James

1938 to the left

Feick’s Point 1st & 2nd Additions,             
Blue Heron Wetlands, Former 
Restaurant Property, Water’s 
Edge Place 1st & 2nd Additions, 
Whisper Bay Condos, Rolling Hills, 
Sunny Shores, and Potawatomi 
Acres are the developments in a 
counterclockwise direction 
around the bay.

2015 above
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WWest Otter and Arrowhead Lakes were without shoreline development in 1938.  Farm fields were 
adjacent to the shore of Arrowhead Lake or Gravel Lake as it was known in 1938.  The West Otter Lake 
channels were dug in the mid 1950s.
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US 

Lake George  

State line

71

Lake George is a 509 
acre lake with about 
one-third of the lake in 
Michigan and the other 
two-thirds in Indiana.

One lake but two states 
with different laws.  High 
speed boating hours 
were different for years 
on each side of the state 
line.

The outlet flows south 
to Snow Lake.  The 
sewage is pumped north 
to Kinderhook, Michigan 
for treatment.

In 1938 the 
Jamestown area on the 
north shore of the mill 
pond was the most 
populated region of the 
lake.  Spring Bank on the 
east shore just south of 
the state line was next.

US 27



The construction of the Toll Road 
and I-69 provided easy access to 
the Lake George area.  A truck stop, 
a freight terminal, a fireworks store 
and others made quiet lakeside 
living difficult.  In 2005 the Lake 
George Conservancy found it 
necessary to purchase the area 
between I-69 and 127 to prevent 
another truck stop from building 
next to their lake residential area. 
This area is now                                           
a 65 acre Nature
Preserve.

The 
construction 
of Long Beach
Lake and the 
dredging of 
the channel 
on the north 
end of Lake 
George added 
additional lake 
residential 
property to 
this area. Long Beach Lake      Toll Road                 Lake George            127 I-69                            

2015
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In 1870 the Lake Shore Michigan Southern Railroad was completed through Ray.  This greatly 
improved access to Clear Lake.  Two hotels were built on the north shore a short buggy ride from Ray.

http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/dc035/id/187

1876 Map

73

http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/dc035/id/187


CClear Lake 1938               Round, Mud Anne, Mirror, Handy, Long
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Clear Lake
1951

Clear Lake
1964

https://igs.indiana.edu/IHAPI/Map/

A channel had just been dredged south of 
675 N through the center of the peninsula.
At this time there is no development on the 
west and north sides of the western basin.  
There is only one home on Round Lake.

By 1964 additional channels had 
been dug along Clear Lake’s western 
shore.  The wetland area along the 
northern shore of the western basin is 
being developed.  Also fill has been 
placed along the west edge of the 
channel depicted in the 1951 picture.
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This is the same area as the 1938 map.  The development of many roads near Clear, Round and 
Long lakes has provided access to homes and cottages that line the entire perimeter of these lakes.

https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=97&LayerID=963&PageTypeID=1&PageID=9592015
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Fish Lake in 1831 had a surface area 

of 530 acres at an elevation of 887 ft.                

TT

Hamilton Lake in 1998 had a surface area 

of 802 acres at an elevation of 898 ft. 

The light blue area approximates the 272 acres 
of surface area added when the dam was built.

Fish Lake changed its name as well as its size and depth.
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The dam was 
built in 1837 and
refitted in 2010.



In the picture to the right 

Crystal Bay is the 

southern portion of the 

development as it looked 

in 2003.

In the picture below 

Crystal Cove is the 

northern portion of the 

development as it 

looked in 2005.

Flegal Sand and Gravel Pit  1998

Hamilton Lake grew again in 2001 when permits 
were issued to allow a 70 foot wide channel to be 
dredged between the Muskrat Bay portion of 
Hamilton Lake and the proposed development of the 
Flegal Sand and Gravel Pit with its dredged channels 
and adjacent lake front lots.  This created 41 acres of 
water surface area and a proposed 198 lake lots.  
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Crystal Cove

90 lake front lots

12 homes

Crystal Bay  

108 lake front lots

51 homes 

Channel connecting

the Bays to the lake

Older lake front 

additions are along 

main lake shoreline

Hamilton Lake

Fall 2015

Steuben County GIS 79



Hamilton Lake
843 acres

Ball Lake
86 acres

80
2015



Several new homes overlook the constructed lakes and ponds. Most of the 
farm fences are gone with corn and soybeans now being the main crops.

In the 1970s many land owners started creating farm ponds, 
lakes, and restoring wetlands.  By 2015, this is what the same 
area’s landscape looked like.

In 1938 the 
picture on the left 
shows that this 
area was entirely 
farmland with 
fields of corn, 
wheat, oats and 
hay or pasture.                  
The seasonal 
wetlands were 
planted with reed 
canary grass for 
pasture.           
These wetlands 
and most of the  
woodlands were 
heavily grazed by 
cattle.

Changes to farmland 
southeast of the
Ryan Park School 100 E
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%
19.6
19.2
14.9
2.0
1.9

57.6

%
21.9 
10.4
4.8
5.3

42.4

Steuben County Land Cover 2015

Total

Total

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Indiana/

Imagery_and_Photos/2015/CDL_2015_Steuben.pdf

The following map and charts depict the types and distribution 
of the various land uses in the watersheds of the county’s lakes.
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Condos and group pier, Crooked LakePiers, piers and more piers on Clear Lake

Examples of high intensity lake usage:

Concert at sandbar on Crooked Lake

Yacht Club, condos and their channels and group piers,
Lake James

Herald Republican



200 Years of Change Summary
• Dammed for power: Grist and Saw Mills              1835 to early 1900s

Made Jimmerson 12 ft, Hamilton 11 ft, and George 4 ft deeper. 

Created Milldam Lake. Flint, Alvarado and other mill ponds were drained

• Railroads and hotels provided access to the lakes  1870 to 1920s

• Lakes surveyed for marl for making cement         1899 and 1900

• Some lakes drained or partially drained (1880 to 1947) for farmland

• Some wetlands drained (1880 to 1986) for farmland  

• Cottages by the Plat                                                   1885 to present

• Pokagon State Park                                                     1925 to present

• Lake Preservation Act of 1947

• Channels for more shoreline                                     1950 to present

• Toll Road and I-69 provided more tourists              1950s and 1960s 

• Sewers provided for more buildable lots and year-round homes  1980s  

• Higher Density use: Condos, Group Piers, Funneling  1980s to present 
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Today’s lakes are a reflection of many    

activities over the past 200 years.
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Several Lake Associations have published books that include pictures of early cottages and local lake 
activities.  Families that established the local culture and activities for each lake are usually featured.  
The  lakes that have put together these types of documents are Lake James, Clear Lake, Lake George, 
Lake Pleasant, Lake Gage, Crooked Lake, Jimmerson Lake, Hamilton Lake, Fox Lake, and Snow Lake. 

In the early 2000s the 101 Lakes Land Trust created a program that included a tour of a specific lake 
each year.  The lake association of the lake documented its local history in conjunction with the lake tour.  
These are valuable references related to the social and developmental history of each lake community.  
Contact your lake association for this information.

Other types of lake history references:
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Many of the picture comparisons in this book were first shown at the Steuben County Lakes Council’s 
Annual Meeting on August 6, 2016 as a PowerPoint presentation.  It was presented again at the 
September 20th meeting of the Lake Life series sponsored the Steuben County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and the Lakes Council.  This book expands on those presentations based in part 
on the comments I received.  Thanks to all for your input.

I want to specifically thank my family Delores, Teresa and Marsha and the Lakes Council’s Secretary 
Sue Myers for their editing suggestions. 

Financial support provided by the Steuben County Lakes Council.
Copyright      2017  Peter Hippensteel 
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The following was written by Charles R. Dryer, State Geologist, in 1889: “The time may come when the 
lakes of Steuben County will be the most valuable and profitable possession of her citizens, who will 
then seek and devise means for preserving instead of destroying them. Between the Great Lakes and the 
Ohio there is no more beautiful tract of country than Steuben County.”  What would he think today?  
What will the citizens of Steuben County do to our lakes over the next fifty years?
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